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Throughout her five terms of dedicated serv-

ice to our community, Senator Torres Ray has 
always served her constituents with the kind-
ness, compassion, and representation they 
deserve. Beyond her exceptional constituent 
service, she has had a transformative impact 
on the Minnesota legislature and the lives of 
Minnesotans alike. She came to the Senate in 
with keen values-driven policymaking experi-
ence that she has utilized to raise up the 
voices of those who are too often unheard. A 
shining example of this is her hard-fought vic-
tory to enshrine the Minnesota Homeowner’s 
Bill of Rights, which she authored, into Min-
nesota law in 2013. 

Patricia has been—and always will be—a 
trailblazer. In 2006, she became the first 
Latina ever elected to the Minnesota Senate. 
Never shying away from leadership positions, 
she has been Chair of the Senate Education 
Committee, Parks and Trails Legacy Com-
mittee, New Immigration Policy Commission, 
People of Color and Indigenous Caucus, and 
was Majority Whip in her first term. Ever since 
she pushed through the door of the Minnesota 
legislature, she has been steadfast in her ef-
forts to keep it open for future generations of 
leaders—especially other women of color who 
have been historically excluded from the rep-
resentational opportunities afforded to others. I 
am one of those leaders. 

Her legacy is a testament to what is pos-
sible when someone like Patricia’s diverse, 
bold leadership shatters glass ceilings. During 
her tenure, has encouraged countless women 
of color to embrace their power, their stories, 
and their voices to influence the political proc-
ess as both advocates and as elected rep-
resentatives. Her passion for increasing di-
verse representation has been continually rec-
ognized throughout her career; just last month 
she was a receipient of the CLUES 2022 
Latino Trailblazer Leadership Award for her 
years of outstanding leadership, and her advo-
cacy for access and opportunities for the 
Latino community. This recognition extends far 
beyond Minnesota, including as Chair of the 
Latinas Lead Initiative of the National Hispanic 
Caucus of State Legislators. 

I have been honored to call Senator Torres 
Ray an inspiration, colleague, and friend. I 
wish her the very best for her retirement and 
look forward to seeing her impact unfold for 
generations to come. The Minnesota legisla-
ture is a better place because of her efforts 
and I know her fellow colleagues will cherish 
their memories of serving with her, as do I. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing and thanking Senator Patri-
cia Torres Ray for her hard work as a Sen-
ator, and to wish her well for her well-de-
served retirement. 
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ENSURING PHONE AND INTERNET 
ACCESS THROUGH LIFELINE AND 
AFFORDABLE CONNECTIVITY 
PROGRAM ACT OF 2022 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 14, 2022 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 4275, the ‘‘Ensuring Phone 
and Internet Access Through Lifeline and Af-
fordable Connectivity Program Act of 2022.’’ 

This bill would increase internet and com-
munications access for low-income consumers 
by promoting enrollment in the Lifeline Pro-
gram and Affordable Connectivity Program. 

In today’s technological age, internet and 
phone communications have become integral 
to the ever-growing United States economy 
and to society overall. Having access to the 
internet is crucial for all Americans, whether 
that be for educational purposes, business 
usage, or contacting friends and family. 

Given the rapid development in the techno-
logical sector, one might be inclined to believe 
that high-speed internet access has become 
even more widespread and easily available to 
all Americans. However, despite critical devel-
opments in high-speed data, the U.S. Census 
Bureau has indicated that 2.8 million house-
holds and 7 million individuals in Texas lack 
broadband access. 

Lack of access to broadband internet has 
impeded not only Texans, but also Americans 
nationwide from attending classes, filling job 
forms, and seeing healthcare providers. For 
low-income families, lack of internet and com-
munication access acts as an economic bar-
rier, impeding opportunities, furthering the so-
cioeconomic gap, and elevating the risk of 
eventual poverty. 

The Ensuring Phone and Internet Access 
Through Lifeline and Affordable Connectivity 
Program Act intends to promote access to 
broadband internet and phone connectivity by 
proactively providing low-income Americans 
the information they need to enroll into either 
of the two programs. 

The Lifeline program helps bring phone 
service to low-income consumers at a heavily 
discounted price, allowing them to connect 
with family, job opportunities, and emergency 
services. This bill aims to increase enrollment 
of millions of eligible Americans who suffer 
from financial barriers. 

The Affordable Connective program, like the 
Lifeline program, helps bring fast, reliable 
internet access to low-income consumers at 
discounted prices. After the COVID–19 pan-
demic, it is obvious how essential online com-
munication has become for modern society to 
function. Providing access to internet allows 
for low-income individuals the freedom to ex-
plore more opportunities to develop their lives 
via online education and jobs. 

Furthermore, this bill also plans to provide 
oversight of the enrollment numbers by requir-
ing the Commission to submit annual reports 
to Congress with enrollment statistics for both 
programs. 

Finally, the Ensuring Phone and Internet Ac-
cess Through Lifeline and Affordable 
Connectivity Program Act of 2022 requires 
that the Comptroller General submit annual re-
ports identifying outreach initiatives that aim to 
increase awareness of both programs so that 
potential beneficiaries will take advantage of 
them. 

With this data, Congress can look to refine 
and expand both programs, creating innova-
tive ways to circumvent lack of internet and 
phone access. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my fellow Members of 
Congress to support this bill that is dedicated 
to the principles of equity and opportunity for 
all Americans. 

Since internet access and phone 
connectivity are crucial for success and ad-
vancement in today’s society, we must ensure 
that everyone is aware of resources that pro-

vide these services at subsidized prices, so 
that, ultimately, internet and phone access are 
available to everyone. 
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RECOGNIZING DR. PRESTON KING 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2022 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a social science educator, 
prolific writer, political philosopher, and African 
American Civil Rights Activist, Dr. Preston 
King. 

Dr. King was born in Albany, Georgia on 
March 3, 1936, to the union of Clennon Wash-
ington King, Sr., and Margaret Slater King. 

Dr. King obtained his bachelor’s degree 
from Fisk University in 1956. He went on to 
obtain his Master of Science in 1958 from the 
London School of Economics and his PhD in 
1966. Dr. King was subjected to the draft 
board process and after the board refused to 
address him as Mr. King, he refused to re-
spond. He was charged with draft evasion and 
went into exile in the United Kingdom because 
of the unjust charges that were levied against 
him. 

His exile began his storied career in Aca-
demia as he has served at many institutions of 
higher learning in England and Africa to in-
clude Keele University, The University of 
Ghana, The University of Sheffield, the Univer-
sity of East Africa and as department Chair at 
the University of Nairobi. 

Dr. King moved to Australia in 1976 where 
he served as Chair of the School of Econom-
ics until 1986, when he returned to the United 
Kingdom and Lancaster University, resuming 
his position as Chair. 

During his extraordinary career, Dr. King 
has published many books. His first book was 
published in 1967, Fear of Power. Other dy-
namic publications included Politics and Expe-
rience, as well as multiple editions of The Ide-
ology of Order in 1974 and 1999 and Tolera-
tion in 1978 and 1998. Other books include An 
African Winter, Socialism and the Common 
Good: New Fabian Essays and Friendship and 
Politics. Additionally, Dr. King has authored, 
narrated, and edited the Critical Review Inter-
national Social and Political Philosophy. 

Despite his numerous commitments in aca-
demia, Dr. King has found time to share his 
talents as a visiting professor at multiple insti-
tutions of higher learning to include McGill 
University in Canada, Auckland University in 
New Zealand, Australian National University in 
Australia, Macquarie University in Australia 
and Birkbeck College, a part of the University 
of London System. 

Dr. King’s philosophy in academia and activ-
ism has always been centered around social 
issues, especially as they relate to scientific 
matters. He has extensively studied the struc-
ture of societies and how they function and 
evolve, and he has played an integral role in 
tying questions of history and the philosophy 
of history to questions of tolerance and the 
ways societies may or may not be managed. 

Dr. King was pardoned by President Bill 
Clinton in 2000. He has been active as a 
scholar-in residence at the leadership center 
of Morehouse College in Atlanta since 2006. 
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